April 2022

The BPS
Reading Round-Up
Welcome to the second edition of The BPS
Reading Round-Up! With the BPS Book
Week and World Book Day featuring in the
Spring term, we’ve had so many fabulous
opportunities to share books and reading
throughout the school.
All of the books we’ve reviewed will be in
our school library after Easter, if they’re not
already in there. We’ve added the Accelerated Reader level for each of our recommended books too, if it’s already available
on AR. If the book you fancy reading is
above your ZPD, have a chat with your
teacher and perhaps you could take it home
to read with your family. You can still take a
quiz and earn the points for that book, you
just need to click on ‘I read with someone’
at the start.
If there’s a book that you can’t believe isn’t
being recommended in the newsletter, our
next edition will be coming out at the end of
the Summer term, so keep that in mind if
you read any fabulous books over the next
couple of months!
We hope you find some future family favourites from our selection.
Love from The BPS Bookworms

Tom from Morpurgo recommends:
The Storey Treehouse Series by Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton
This series is about Andy and
Terry who go on loads of adventures in every book. The
adventures are usually silly,
exciting and funny so every
book makes you happy. I loved
reading them because each
book has new storeys for the
treehouse which means new
stories for me to read! Every
book is different but always
with Andy and Terry. I CAN’T WAIT UNTIL THE NEXT NEW BOOK IS
OUT IN JUNE!

AR Level: Books range from 3.4 to 4.4 (2 points)
Evie from Blyton recommends:
The Boy Who Flew With Dragons by Andy Shepherd
The Boy Who Flew With
Dragons is a great book of
adventure, excitement, sadness and then happiness.
The main character is Thomas and his grandad’s garden
has a dragon-fruit tree. You
probably already know what
will start growing out of it!
I really, really, really loved
this book and I would like to
share this book with everyone else. AR Level: 5.5 (4 points)

Since September, children from
Year 2 to Year 6 have quizzed on
a whopping 6,500 books! That’s
almost 45 million words in total!
Well done, everyone!

Daniel from Blackman recommends:

Ruben from Blackman recommends:

Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
by Rick Riordan

This is a true story. Michael sets off on a
boat with his mum, dad and dog to sail
around the world. Their trop of a lifetime
soon goes wrong when Mum is ill and Michael is left alone to steer the boat
through a storm. He finds himself washed
up on a remote island with only his dog
and his football for company—or so he
thinks…
Someone or something starts bringing him fresh fish and
fresh water. Will it be a friend? Will Michael leave the island? Will he ever see his mum and dad again? Read this
book of survival, friendship and hope to find out more.

This is a book about a boy who finds out
he’s half-blood which means he’s half a
boy and half a god - son of Poseidon,
god of the seas! Percy is funny, kind,
thoughtful and brave and he keeps on
going and will not give up. You will like
this book if you like: action packed, thrilling, dangerous and heroic
books. I expect you will be
hooked by this book in a
couple of chapters. I give it
5 stars!
AR Level: 4.5 (13 points)

AR Level: 4.7 (5 points)

Miss B from Carroll Class recommends:
Escape Room by Christopher Edge
Escape Room is an adventure, a mystery and a game all in one story. We join Ami
and her teammates as they play the ultimate game, filled with puzzles and challenges. What follows is an explosive, adrenaline-filled adventure story that had me
hooked from the opening line and I was completely immersed in the game, along
with Ami. They have been chosen to save the world and they must work together to
find The Answer… but once the host locks them in the first room, they quickly realise
this is no ordinary game! From a cavernous library of dust to an ancient Mayan
tomb, a deserted shopping mall stalked by extinct animals to the command module
of a spaceship heading to Mars, the perils of The Escape seem endless. The ending
packed a powerful punch and I really didn’t see it coming. I can’t wait for someone
else to read this book so that I can talk to them about it!
AR Level: To be confirmed
Fran from Lewis recommends: Little Stars by Jacqueline Wilson
This book is the fifth and final book of the wonderous Hetty Feather collection. Featuring Diamond, in her own book from the Hetty Feather world, and Sapphire Battersea
herself—formally known as Hetty Feather. These two heroines form a deep friendship
of a bendy 10-year-old and small 16-year-old, after running away from the great Tanglefields, traveling to show their talents at the Cavalcade or the Great Music Hall. It’s
a great read but before you get onto this book you will need to read the rest – Hetty
Feather, Sapphire Battersea, Emerald Star and Diamond, to understand the backstory. This book is great for people who love books set in the past or people who like
powerful heroines following their dreams. I strongly recommend for everyone.
AR Level: 5.3 (17 points)

Grace from Carroll recommends:
Magnus Chase And The Gods Of Asgard — The Sword Of Summer by Rick Riordan Book
This book is about Magnus Chase who has lived on the streets of Boston since the night his mother told
him to run. He made friends with Blitz (a guy who really cares about his fashion) and Hearth (who’s deaf
and can read lips and speaks through sign language) and when a fire giant goes after him, they help too.
Magnus is a really funny character and is very loyal to his friends. I find he is the funniest when he thinks
stupid thoughts when he is in a life-threatening situation (which is more than half of the book) and is just
a great character in general. My favourite character, though, is Sumarbrander, better known as Jack, who
is Magnus’s talking Sword. He is an awesome character and is easily the
funniest character in the book. He likes singing the Abba playlist while
fighting his enemies and, when he isn't slaying ugly trolls, likes sleeping as
a necklace on Magnus himself.
This book is one of the most engaging books I have read in a long time and
is probably one of my favourite books I have ever read too. I recommend it
to anyone who loves books with magic and humour in it. If this doesn't
make you read Magnus Chase, then just get it for the hilarious chapter titles. They are the most creative I’ve ever seen. If you do enjoy this book,
then there are another two books after it. I highly recommend them too!

AR Level: 4.8 (18 points)
Imogen from Carroll recommends:
Dork Diaries—Drama Queen by Rachel Renee Russell
This is the ninth book in the Dork Diaries series and I think it’s interesting and very extraordinary. It has inspired me to be more me and not let anyone tell me that I am
weird or look funny. It proves that if you do something bad it will never end well and
you should never be selfish, otherwise you will become unpopular. This book shows
expressions of all the characters and I feel like I can hear their voices. It also has very
good illustrations.
AR Level: 4.9 (4 points)

Miss Evans from Rowling recommends: The Nowhere Emporium by Ross Mackenzie
How much would you pay for something you truly desired? For a world of your own
making or imagination? Hundreds? Millions? I am sure, there is no limit. How about a
piece of your imagination? That is the caveat that comes with the Nowhere Emporium,
a mere price to be paid to be transported into worlds of wonder and enchantment.
Luckily for you, Ross Mackenzie, the author of this breath-taking adventure story, has
captured this magic in a book, one which does not cost your imagination, instead it ignites it with every enigmatic marvel each page has to offer!
Daniel (an orphaned boy) finds himself accidentally embroiled in a spellbinding emporium that is just the beginning of several adventures and extraordinary worlds. With plot twists and mysteries to solve on every page, this
will be a book that you certainly will not put down! With rooms galore, this book will transport you to worlds you
did not even know you wanted to visit, arousing curiosity and creativity with every word! The complexity of the
characters featured in the story makes it even more loveable as Daniel becomes the unlikely hero as he has to
save all that he holds dear to him, chiefly, the emporium! In a race against time, will Daniel save his emporium,
and will you discover the hidden truths that lie behind it all before the shop disappears, but for good this time?
AR Level: 5.0 (8 points)

What to read next?
The highlight of our school day is settling down at the end of the day to listen to our class book.
Based on the novels that each year group has read this term, here are some suggestions of what to read next!
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We love books and stories throughout
the year at BPS but we’re always going
to make the most of a whole week
that’s dedicated to celebrating absolutely everything book-based! The
whole school used the same wordless
picture book, Journey, by Aaron Becker, to inspire their literacy and artwork
for the week. The pieces that were
produced were fantastically creative and it was wonderful to see the progression throughout the school.
There were so many Book Week highlights but visiting Wyre Forest Books to
collect our Wold Book Day books, the fancy dress ’Character Catwalk’ and our
paired reading sessions were probably our favourites, if we had to choose!

As part of our weekly Celebration Assembly, we love to find out which readers have joined
the BPS Reading Royal Family! This is based on children’s Accelerated Reader quizzes and
how many words they’ve read since September. In Year 2, the target is 250,000 words, in
Years 3 and 4 it’s 500,000 words and in Years 5 and 6 it’s 1,000,000!
Huge congratulations go to:



Charlie, Tegan and David from Blackman



Josh and Grace from Carroll



Fran from Lewis



Harry from Blyton



Mattie from Morpurgo



Maria and Nella from Bond
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Parents and carers who’ve been part of the BPS community for some time will know that regardless of how old a
child is, which year group they’re in or which teacher they have, the importance of reading together at home is
one of the things that we ‘ll happily drone on about at any opportunity!
Reading is the most important thing that parents and carers can do at home to support children in school. When
families are involved with reading, students perform better at school—and that’s the case with all children, from
early childhood to high school. In fact, research has shown that family involvement in reading is a better predictor of student achievement that almost anything else, including socio-economic background! Even when children
are older, and can already read fluently, it’s still really important to get involved with their reading, to show support and interest so we’ve included a few ways you can get involved.

Signing up for Accelerated Reader’s Home Connect helps you to
keep up to date with how children are getting on with their
reading quizzes at home. By
having instant access, it allows
you to have open discussions at
home—as well as at school—and
to praise and encourage them on their reading journey.
Here’s a link to a short video which explains more about how
to sign up and what you can expect when you’ve done so.
https://youtu.be/eP2U91Vx6_Y The link that’s mentioned in
the video is https://Ukhosted75.renlearn.co.uk/5979758/
HomeConnect

Do you (or a grandparent, neighbour,
friend…) have a few hours a week to spare
and would like to get involved in our reading
community?

We need adults to come into school to listen
to children read. This would usually be with
our younger children, or with those who find
reading tricky, to help improve their fluency
and build confidence.

All you need to be able to do is be able to commit to a regular slot,
have a little patience and be enthusiastic about reading! If you think
you may be able to help, or would like to know more, please email
Miss Bradley at abradley@bewdleyprimary.worcs.sch.uk

MyOn is a personalised digital library, linked
to Accelerated Reader, which has thousands
of books to choose from. You can browse
through books based on personal recommendations, topic or genre, or search using keywords. Children are then able
to take quizzes and earn points towards their AR target. Here’s a quick video link to help you navigate your way
around the site: https://youtu.be/26Jh2279jLY and get started!

