December 2021

The BPS
Reading Round-Up
Welcome to the very first edition of The BPS
Reading Round-Up! We love stories, books
and reading at Bewdley Primary and we’re
going to share some of our favourites in our
termly newsletter. It’s been produced with
Key Stage Two in mind, but we’re sure that
some of our younger readers will also be
keen to see our recommendations.

Imogen from Carroll recommends:
The Day I Fell Into A Fairytale by Ben Miller
This is an enjoyable book all about a girl
called Lana and her adventures with different
characters, including well... I don’t want to
spoil it! The reason I love this book is because
it made me have a better imagination and
more open to different things in life, thanks to
Lana’s adventures. I’d have preferred some
pictures in it too, but that’s just my opinion!

All of the books we’ve reviewed will be in
AR Level: 5.8 (5 points)
our school library from January, if they’re
not already in there. We’ve added the Accelerated Reader level for each of our recommended books too, if it’s already available on AR. If the book you fancy reading is
above your ZPD, have a chat with your
teacher and perhaps you could take it home
to read with your family. You can still take a
quiz and earn the points for that book, you
just need to click on ‘I read with someone’
at the start.
If there’s a book that you can’t believe isn’t
being recommended in the newsletter, our
next edition will be coming out in time for
World Book Day which is on Thursday 3rd
March, so keep that in mind if you read any
fabulous books over the next couple of
months!
We hope you find some future family favourites from our selection.
Love from The BPS
Bookworms

Daniel from Blackman recommends:
The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson
Matthew watches the world from his window.
He is frightened to go out as he thinks the
germs will make him ill. One day, he notices a
small boy playing in the garden. On the same
day, the boy disappears! Matthew and his
friends decide to find out what has happened…

This is a brilliant book that keeps you in suspense all the way through. It is hard to put
down as you always want to find out what will
happen next. If you like this book, also try
Graveyard Riddle, which contains more of Matthew and his friends’ adventures. AR Level: 5.0 (10 points)
Karrie from Lewis recommends:

Who Let The Gods Out? by Maz Evans
Join Elliot on his quest to stop the demon of
death, Thanatos, from gaining the true power
of the Chaos Stones—but, wait one second, I
forgot to mention the tiny fact that Elliot is living in a house full of Greek gods and a constellation!
I love this book series because it’s all about
Greek history mixed with modern day life. I
definitely love it!
AR Level: 5.8 (10 points)

Miciah from Potter and Nonin from Carroll recommend:
Amari and the Night Brothers by B.B. Alston

Miciah says: This is a great book and if you like reading about dragons, wizards, even spies, it will really
suit you. I don’t know anyone who wouldn’t like it! It’s about a girl called Amari and she’s born a wizard
which is very rare. Her power is that she can judge how you’re feeling by the colour of your skin as she
has special eyes.
Nonin says: There was so much suspense and incredible detail. It felt like I was with Amari on her awesome adventure, every step of the way. It’s a story about a black girl from the housing projects who is
made fun of at school for the colour of her skin and for not having as much money as them. Her brother,
Quinton, has gone missing and she has been trying to find out where he is for ages until one day a mysterious delivery for Amari Peters arrives, telling some very strange secrets…
I thought this book was A-MA-ZING! You should DEFINITELY ready it and you will not regret it! There are so many plot twists and page
turners that I was very upset when I finished the book, but there is now a second one, Amari and the Great Games, which is coming out
in April 2022!

Feronia from Carroll recommends:

AR Level: 4.9 (14 points)
Mason from Carroll recommends:
Timmy Failure by Stephan Pastis
Timmy is a young boy who lives with his mom and dad. The
young boy is a secret agent (who’s not that smart, for an
agent!) and his best friend Rollo Tookus has asked for his
help on a mission. Even if you don’t really like reading, read
this book as it’s got action, comedy and much, much more!
AR Level: 3.8 (3 points)

Miss Stevens from Dahl recommends: Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone by J.K. Rowling
This first instalment of the Harry Potter series is jam-packed
with magic, wonder and adventure. It is a story of friendship
and overcoming your fears but also a story to send your
imagination into a frenzy. Harry Potter is a young orphan
who lives with his horrible aunt and uncle and spoilt cousin.
He always knew that he was not as ordinary as the other
children. One day, he receives a letter inviting him to attend
the wizarding school, Hogwarts, where young warlocks and
witches learn to use magic spells, make potions, care for
magical beasts and play a game of Quidditch or two. (If you do not know what Quidditch is
yet you are in for a treat, broomsticks at the ready).
I won’t say too much more as the rest of the magic needs to be a surprise but know this, if
you like adventure, laughter, friendship and, of course, magic then this is the book for you.
You will instantly love the characters and the settings in this story. All of them come with
their own special shine that only a writer like J.K. Rowling can provide and you’ll be begging
your parents to take you to King’s Cross station to hitch a ride on the Hogwarts Express.
Luckily, though, you have to be eleven years old to go to Hogwarts so we can keep you at
BPS a little longer. I can highly recommend this book and would give it an all-star, five star,
ten out of ten for excellence every time!
AR Level: 6.0 (12 points)

The Bolds by Julian Clary
What did the Big Bad Wolf do in Little
Red Riding Hood? Yes, you’re right, he
dressed up as Grandma! The Bolds are
doing exactly the same and are hyenas disguising themselves as humans
(Mr Fred Bold and Mrs Amelia Bold)
with their tails tucked into their trousers. Everything is going well for them
until their neighbour gets a bit too
nosy...

Mr Bold’s job is to write the jokes in
the Christmas crackers and Mrs Bold’s
job is to make hats out of scraps even plant pots! This family’s crazy
antics will make you laugh out loud. A
great book for Year 3 and upwards to
read.
AR Level: 5.1 (3 points)

Harry from Morpurgo recommends:

Mattie from Morpurgo recommends:

The 104-Storey Treehouse by Andy Griffiths
and Terry Denton

The 143-Storey Treehouse by
Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton

My favourite part was when the main characters go into the never-ending staircase to
Mount Everest and meet a high-flying,
mounting-dwelling, worm snatcher (a bird)
because they were in her nest and Terry (one
of the main characters) eats quite a lot of the
worms! My second favourite part of this book
is that there are jokes at the bottom of every
single page. This is one of the jokes:

This book is good if you want
adventure and humour.
I liked that Mr Big Nose is only
in it a little bit as he’s the
most boring character. There
are new funny levels, my favourite is the super big stuff storey because the people
are like ants! The Three Wise Owls are my favourite because they keep talking gibberish.

Q. Why did the bird bring toilet paper to the party?
A. The bird is a party pooper!!!!!!

In the book, when you turn the page, you never know what is going to happen so you want to carry on reading and the illustrations are also really
funny, including the front cover. These books are really funny and I hope I
have inspired you to read one of the books in this series.

My favourite scene is where the boot tows them along.
They sing songs, fish and think they caught a shark but
discover it’s a soggy, old boot. I thought the book was a
bit too short but I would rate it as being a 9 out of 10.
AR Level: TBC

AR Level: 3.4 (2 points)

Grace from Carroll recommends: Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens
Hazel is a new student at Deepdean School for Girls, having moved to England from Hong Kong. She
and her best friend Daisy Wells have set up a secret detective agency after finding the body of their
science mistress in the gym hall. Daisy is determined to investigate but things become dangerous for
them...
This book is the first in a series and it left me desperate for more. All the books have magnificent
twists in the last couple of pages and surprise my brain immensely. My favourite character is Rebecca (although she’s called Beanie in the book) as she is quiet and shy but has a fiery heart and is very
loyal to her friends. I love the style of writing that Robin Stevens uses, it is exciting and dramatic,
and there are so many twists and turns, I was kept guessing the whole way through the book. I think
the setting of the story was very believable, I felt like the characters were real as they were described so well, and I really wanted to find out what was going to happen to them all. My favourite
part of the book was when they revealed the murderer. It made me shiver with delight as I knew they would either deny it, admit it,
or run. It was so exciting! The only part I disliked was when the book ended and I didn’t get to read another one for ages! I recommend these books for kids aged 9 to 13 as it has no gory or particularly disgusting parts but the vocabulary and storyline are not
aimed at younger children. I give it a 10 out of 10 for creativity and I would love to see more books like this!
AR Level: 5.8 (9 points)
Ben from Morpurgo recommends:

Poppy on Safari by Gillian Young
This is a story about a dog
called Poppy who gets left behind at
some kennels while her family take a day
trip to the safari park. She escapes and
sets off on an adventure meeting the wild
animals on her journey in search of her
family. I liked the idea that I could picture Poppy running around the animals at
our safari park in Bewdley. A great read
that keeps you wondering and ties up neatly with a final twist!
AR Level: TBC

Ruadhan from Potter recommends:
An Alien in the Jam Factory by Chrissie Sains

I really enjoyed Alien in the Jam
Factory, by Chrissie Sains, because it made me laugh my head
off. I think you should read it
because it is very exciting! It’s
about an alien that crash lands
on earth and in the jam factory
there is loads of flavours of jam
and someone wants to steal it all
because their jams are rubbish. I
hope you will enjoy this book!
AR Level: TBC

Miss Bradley from Carroll recommends:

Mrs Woakes recommends:

When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle

Room 13 by Robert Swindells

When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle is an
extraordinary, unforgettable story set in
1941, during the Second World War. A
twelve-year-old boy called Joseph has
been sent away to live with a gruff woman called Mrs F, who lives alone. She
certainly doesn’t welcome Joseph into
her home and the only thing she appears
to love are her rundown zoo and one of
its occupants – a silverback gorilla named Adonis! As days and
weeks pass, and the city is battered by bombs, secrets are gradually
revealed and cautious friendships are made. This incredible story is
based on true events and, with that in the back of your mind, the
book takes you on an emotional rollercoaster. The last few pages
left me speechless – and that doesn’t happen very often!
AR Level: 5.4 (11 points)

Room 13 by Robert Swindells is one
of the most gripping books you’ll
ever read! The story starts with Fliss
and her friends heading to Whitby
for a school trip but when they arrive at the creepy Crow’s Nest Hotel,
it’s clear that something’s not quite
right!
The children soon find that strange
things begin to happen and they’re all wondering why there isn’t
a room 13 in the hotel. But, on the stroke of midnight, something
peculiar happens to the door of the linen cupboard next to room
12. Then something starts happening to Ellie-May Sunderland,
too - something very sinister… If you like books that have twists,
turns and that are a little bit on the scary side, then this is the
story for you!
AR Level 4.3 (4 points)

Festive fiction to get you in the mood!
The Christmas Pig is the latest
adventure from Harry Potter
author J.K. Rowling and is a tale
for all the family about one
child’s love for his most treasured thing—and how far he’ll
go to find it.

Scrooge’s journey to Christmas joy gets a
modern retelling in the fabulous book,
Bah Humbug! This is the story of Harry
Gruber who’s playing Scrooge in his
Christmas play and desperately wants his
dad to forget about work for an evening
to watch him perform… but will he?

AR Level: 5.9 (8 points)

AR Level: 5.0 (3 points)

A Boy called Christmas (which has recently
been made into a film) is the first magical book
in the festive series by Matt Haig. This enthralling tale tells the story of Father Christmas
as a boy and is destined to be a festive classic.
AR Level: 4.4 (5 points)

If you’ve yet to meet William Trundle and the Christmasaurus then put this trilogy at
the top of your Christmas list!
The Christmasaurus AR Level: 5.8 (7 points)
The Christmasaurus and the Winter Witch AR Level: 5.1 (8 points)
The Christmasaurus and the Naughty List AR Level: 6.2 (8 points)

What to read next?
The highlight of our school day is settling down at the end of the day to listen to our class book.
Based on the novels that each year group has read this term, here are some suggestions of what to read next!

Year 3
If you enjoyed...

Year 4

Now you could try...

If you enjoyed… Now you could try...

If you enjoyed...

Now you could try...

If you enjoyed… Now you could try...

If you enjoyed...

Now you could try...

If you enjoyed… Now you could try...

Year 5
If you enjoyed...

Now you
could
try...

If you enjoyed...

Now you
could
try...

Year 6
If you enjoyed...

Now you
could
try...

If you enjoyed...

Now you
could
try...

The
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Page

Parents and carers who’ve been part of the BPS community for some time will know that regardless of how old a
child is, which year group they’re in or which teacher they have, the importance of reading together at home is
one of the things that we ‘ll happily drone on about at any opportunity!

Reading is the most important thing that parents and carers can do at home to support children in school. When
families are involved with reading, students perform better at school—and that’s the case with all children, from
early childhood to high school. In fact, research has shown that family involvement in reading is a better predictor of student achievement that almost anything else, including socio-economic background! Even when children
are older, and can already read fluently, it’s still really important to get involved with their reading, to show support and interest so we’ve included a few ways you can get involved.

Signing up for Accelerated Reader’s Home Connect helps you to
keep up to date with how children are getting on with their
reading quizzes at home. By
having instant access, it allows
you to have open discussions at
home—as well as at school—and
to praise and encourage them on their reading journey.
Here’s a link to a short video which explains more about how
to sign up and what you can expect when you’ve done so.
https://youtu.be/eP2U91Vx6_Y The link that’s mentioned in
the video is https://Ukhosted75.renlearn.co.uk/5979758/
HomeConnect

Do you (or a grandparent, neighbour,
friend…) have a few hours a week to spare
and would like to get involved in our reading
community?
We need adults to come into school to listen
to children read. This would usually be with
our younger children, or with those who find
reading tricky, to help improve their fluency
and build confidence.
All you need to be able to do is be able to commit to a regular slot,
have a little patience and be enthusiastic about reading! If you think
you may be able to help, or would like to know more, please email
Miss Bradley at abradley@bewdleyprimary.worcs.sch.uk

MyOn is a personalised digital library, linked
to Accelerated Reader, which has thousands
of books to choose from. You can browse
through books based on personal recommendations, topic or genre, or search using keywords. Children are then able
to take quizzes and earn points towards their AR target. Here’s a quick video link to help you navigate your way
around the site: https://youtu.be/26Jh2279jLY and get started!

