How can you support your child in reading? (Years 2-6)
AR Home Connect
The first thing we’d ask you to do
is sign up for home Connect,
which helps you to stay in touch
with how your child is progressing
with Accelerated Reader. This
really aids communication
between home and school and
can kick start conversations to
help parents to discuss reading
with their children.
The first great feature is that
every parent or carer who signs
up for Home Connect (and you
can have up to six email
addresses attached to each child’s account!) receives an email every time their
child quizzes on a book. This allows parents to celebrate successes but also to
talk to their child if the quiz didn’t go so well – particularly if you’ve been
reading the book together!
The second feature is that you can log onto the website together to get a
complete rundown of all the different books they’ve been reading and quizzing
on. You can see what their points target is and how close they are to hitting it.
You can also see all of the books that they’ve quizzed on which is really useful if
you’re choosing new books at home or at the library.
If you’ve already signed up for this feature then thank you very much. We hope
you find it a useful tool!
Reading at home together every day
Life is busy. Life is really busy at times. But reading with a child for at least 10
minutes every day is the most important things you can do to help them in
school. On the following page you’ll find
some guidance on how to help your child with their comprehension skills. If you
have any questions, please do get in touch with your child’s class teacher.

How to Support Your Child’s
Reading at Home
At BPS, Reading VIPERS are used to support children with their reading
comprehension skills. It would be brilliant if you could also refer to VIPERS when
listening to your child read at home.
We introduce reading VIPERS to children in Key Stage 2. If your child is in Key
Stage 1 they may not be familiar with the VIPERS terminology, however the
question stems provided below will still be relevant and accessible to them.
What are Vipers?
VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the six reading domains as part of the
UK’s reading curriculum. They are the key areas which we feel children need to
know and understand in order to improve their comprehension of texts.
What does VIPERS stand for?
Vocabulary - the words used in a text
Inference - a conclusion or opinion reached on the basis of evidence and
reasoning
Prediction – estimation of what will happen in the future based on previous
reading
Explanation - describing in more detail, saying why something has happened
Retrieval - find or extract key information
Sequence or Summarise – arrange in chronological order or give a brief
statement of the main points
How do I use VIPERS?
VIPERS can be used on any text that a child is reading. Below are some examples
of how you can create your own questions to ask your child using the following
question openers. These questions can be asked at the end of, or during your
reading session. You do not need to record any of your answers, just having the
discussions would be great!

KS1 Question Openers

KS2 Question Openers

